The Dashpers and Despers of Virginia

1607 to the Present

Power – Point Presentation Script

Script Procedure:

The Reader will “Mouse Click” to the Opening Title Slide and narration / advancement cues will begin from that Slide as follows:

Slide 1 / Title Page:  The Dashpers & Despers     

                                     1607 to the Present

Virginians are romantic and look back on the struggles, glories, and people of our past.  This presentation is an overview of the family of John and Elizabeth Dashper who came to settle in Virginia sometime in the early 1700s.  

This history is found in court records and other reliable documents. Second-hand, unproven stories have been omitted. The burning of Virginia Court Records by the Union Army during the Civil War has left gaps in our research. Costumed persons in this presentation are from the Colonial Williamsburg living museum and have been researched for authenticity. They lend to our understanding of the early period of our family. Military uniforms are authentic as to color and detail.  Original family photographs are usually black and white until modern photos are presented at the end.

We begin with what we know:  that John and Elizabeth Dashper were

among the early settlers of Virginia….and America.

* ADVANCE SLIDE 

Slide 2   / Part 1  “Cavaliers & Pioneers”

Two distinct types of people came to America in the early days. Adventurous gentry and indentured servants would eventually combine forces to establish the first permanent English Colony in the Western Hemisphere.  The John Dashper family apparently fell into the “middle”:  neither greatly wealthy, nor poor. Part 1 traces the beginnings of this American family through the Revolution of 1774.

* ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 3 /  “Behold the Dreamer Comes”

--------------- No Script or Commentary   ------ Silence for 3-5 seconds.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 4 / “The Dream of Virginia”

The father of Virginia was King James 1st. After several failed attempts to plant an English Colony in the New World, James 1st authorized the London Company to settle into the unknown wilderness of eastern America. The colony was named after Queen Elizabeth 1st….the Virgin Queen. 

The dream was varied, depending whom you asked in 1606. The London Company wanted a profitable return on their investment, the Church wanted to advance Christianity, the gentry wanted to become noble, and the indentured servants wanted freedom and opportunity.  

* ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 5 / “The Voyage to Jamestown”   (Map in Upper Left Corner)

Finally, in May 1607, the dreamers voyaged and converged at coastal land between two rivers…and planted the first Permanent English Colony in the West…Jamestown.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 6 / Rowboat Scene

The colony had great difficulties, and did not produce the profits desired by the London Company…but the Church advanced Christianity, some of the gentry learned to work (a noble idea)…and the indentured servants gained freedom and opportunity…and became the new gentry of a new land.

* ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 7 / Beach, Waving Men, Marsh Land

The land was harsh, and only the truly dedicated remained. The colony almost died in 1610…but a new Royal Governor arrived to lend support…and Jamestown prospered and survived.  Jamestown would eventually be noted as many things, including the place where government by elected representatives took root in the New World.

It also became the major port of entry to new colonists…including the Dashpers.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 8 / Map of Tidewater, Coin in Lower Left Corner

The region of Virginia that was first settled became known as “Tidewater”, one of four distinct regions in Virginia. It was the scene of the birthplace of Virginia and America. In 2007, the United States will come to Virginia to celebrate the 400th Anniversary of the Founding of Jamestown. 

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 9 / Governor’s Palace, Williamsburg

Jamestown remained the capital of Virginia until 1699. Williamsburg was founded in that year as the site of the government of the Colony. 

It was here that all new colonists would come to receive their Land Patents from the King’s Lieutenant Governor, Robert Dinwiddie.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 10 / 1730 John & Elizabeth Dashper Patent Land
We are not sure just how early John and Elizabeth arrived in Virginia. The very first record in Williamsburg is a Land Patent dated in October, 1730. The Land was located about 100 miles West of Williamsburg in the wilderness of Virginia. Land was surveyed and laid out for arriving colonists…but they were on their own to succeed or fail. Each colonist had 3 years to develop their land or they would forfeit their rights to the grant.

* ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 11 / King George II

This portion of the wording of a second Land Grant dated 1753 used the same formula as the older grants in the 1730s.  

*  PAUSE for 5 Seconds, then ADVANCE SLIDE

Slide 12 / Surveyors & Virginia Map

The Piedmont Region of Virginia is rolling land, without large hills or mountains. The soil is rich and ripe for growing an abundance of crops. The Dashpers settled in Hanover County in 1730. Their farm would eventually be located in a new County to be named “Louisa County”.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 13 / Farmhouse

At the Dashper family site a substantial farm was established. A succession of homes was built, including a home built in the 1760s. The house in the upper left corner still stands and was built and used by the Dashpers for over 100 years. The farm produced tobacco, corn, and livestock.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 14 / “Mill View”

The farm was named “Mill View” sometime in the late 18th Century. The farm has now been turned into an active vineyard and winery. The soil of the Piedmont region that once hosted tobacco now thrives with grapes.

* ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 15 / Farmers Working

------------------ No Commentary  ----------------Silence for 3 to 5 seconds.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 16 / Partridge’s Store, 1737

Farmers such as John Dashper would meet for occasions such as horse races and shooting matches. Many of these events occurred near Partridge’s Store, about 40 miles from the Dashper farm. Tobacco crops were weighed and tobacco notes were given as currency. 

……….Continue reading, next page.

The store account Ledger still exists, and we find that John Dashper had many purchases and balances made. In 1737 the following was purchased: 1 pair of boy’s shoes, 1 boy’s hat, 25 wooden needles, a hornbook to learn to read, and a woman’s fine lace handkerchief.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 17 / Farm Land, Farm Workers

------------------ No Commentary  ----------------Silence for 3 to 5 seconds.

* ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 18 / Circa 1769     The Deaths of John and Elizabeth Dashper

We are not sure when Elizabeth Dashper died, but we know that she was dead by July 1769 when John’s will was written. By October, John was also dead.  The dream of Virginia lived in them. They became the new gentry of a new land. By the time of their deaths they had acquired over 1,000 acres of land, raised a family, and became leading citizens remembered in the region to this day. 

* ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 19 / John Dashper’s Will of 1769

We know the names of John and Elizabeth’s children through the 1769 will.  Patrick Henry, a leading Virginia lawyer – and future statesman – was the family lawyer, and an executor of the estate. The estate took two years to settle due to its extensive holdings.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 20 / Where Are the Children?

In 1769, the two oldest Dashper children were of legal age. The remaining three were given legal guardians. Thomas and John…the two oldest….fought to keep their younger brothers and sisters in the family, but they could not provide for such young children. The younger siblings went to live with prominent citizens while Thomas and John stayed at Mill View.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 21 / 1769 to 1774

From 1769 to 1774 the Dashpers continued their lives without the leadership of their parents. Ann, William, and James lived with the Anderson, Garth, and Mosley families. Young William suffered from a mental or emotional illness and quite often appeared in Court records as a parish ward. Thomas and John continued to raise crops at Mill View until the eve of the American Revolution in 1774.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 22 / 1774   The Revolution Begins

By 1774 many colonial families had roots in the land that were over 100 years old. They fought through famine, crop failure, poor markets, diseases, and death. While loyal citizens, they believed that they had proven their rights to be treated as equals by those who governed them from England.   By 1774 a long list of grievances and were listed by colonists against the English Government.  Various attempts to resolve the issues failed, and the British government closed the port of Boston, effectively starving and ruining the Massachusetts Colony. 

…………….Continue reading, next page.

Armed militia began to skirmish with British regular soldiers….thus beginning the American Revolution.  Thomas Jefferson (at the lower right) was a nearby neighbor to the Dashpers and would eventually write America’s Declaration of Independence. He would also become America’s third President and the founder of the University of Virginia.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 23 / A War Over Promises   1774 to 1783

Colonists (such as the Dashpers) remembered that they had been given their Land Grants by King George II without requirements of “knight service” or other irregular burdens.  The original Land Grants in 1730 and 1753 laid out the conditions of taxation for the right to the Land. By 1774, the promises of George II were changed by his grandson, King George III. In a time of crop failure throughout the colonies, new tax burdens were levied on colonists. Many people saw that promises were broken and they challenged the British Government with militias and resistance.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 24 / John E. Dashper    3rd Virginia Regiment

John E. Dashper, Jr. lived on at Mill View and continued the legacy of John and Elizabeth. When Virginia joined with other colonies to form a continental army, John Jr. enlisted in the 3rd Virginia Regiment. No doubt, his parents had schooled him in the rights of a colonist. One can imagine the Dashpers reading and re-reading the old Land Grants given by King George II, and comparing them to the news of the day. John’s military service crossed hundreds of miles up and down the Eastern Coast of America.  He was listed in several of the decisive battles of the American Revolution. 

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 25 / Captured During the 2nd Siege of Charleston

John’s Military Certificate notes that he served for 3 years as a soldier. His regiment was captured during the Second Siege of Charleston, South Carolina in 1780. It is thought that he died as a prisoner of war. Thomas Dashper is listed as his sole heir and received 100 acres of land in compensation for his brother’s service.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 26 / Part 2   The Federal Period

After the Revolution ended in 1783, the 13 original British colonies negotiated and joined to form a federation of states to be called the United States of America. This Federal union was characterized by a period where each state was still independently governed, yet united for purposes of defense and commerce. Virginia’s State Seal was designed during this period to reflect “virtue triumphing over tyranny”. Even though the colonies had rejected the authority of a British monarch, efforts to establish an American Monarchy were highly popular after the Revolution.  General George Washington was urged by over 88% of the colonial leaders to become “King George 1st”. Songs in the streets were sung to acclaim Washington as the new King. Just when General Washington could have become the most powerful man in America, he laid aside his power and encouraged the colonies to form a National government of representatives……a Republic. The Federal Period lasted from 1783 until the eve of the Civil War in 1860.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 27 /  1769 – 1825

During this early Federal Period, Thomas and Mary Dashper continued to reside at Mill View. The crop failures of the late 1700s were over and the land began growing abundant fields of corn. 

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 28 / Ann Dashper Married Lewis Craddock

One of John and Elizabeth’s daughters would come to have a connection to Thomas Jefferson. Now made famous by the Revolution and the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson was internationally known and respected…especially by Virginians.  Ann Dashper married Lewis Craddock, who was one of Jefferson’s plantation managers. She resided at Monticello and Shadwell Plantations in Albemarle County until her death in 1783.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 29 / Scenes at Monticello

One can only wonder at what ordinary and important events Ann witnessed.  Jefferson playing the violin…visiting with dignitaries…

…building the unique domed House at Monticello….

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 30 / Isham Desper Signature

During the Federal Period, the Dashper name began to change. By 1821 the various spellings of “Dashper” had commonly become the present spelling of “Desper”. A variety of reasons may have caused this, including Court clerks not understanding accents and writing what was heard.  Isham Dashper inherited Mill View from his parents, Thomas and Mary Dashper, in 1825.  The first known signature of a Dashper is seen with Isham’s signature in 1821. It is here that he spells the family name as “Desper”…

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 31 / Map

During the Federal Period, the Diaspora begins as Despers begin moving west across Virginia and into emerging states in the Union.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 32 / John R. Jones Picture

During the Diaspora, the Despers and related families helped to shape the counties and emerging states in the new Union.  John R. Jones was born in 1827 in Louisa County, Virginia. His parents were Samuel and Lucy Desper Jones.  In 1848 the family moved to Illinois where they were involved in banking, real estate, and farming.

John R. Jones was a great-great Grandson of John and Elizabeth Dashper.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 33 / Map of Virginia

In Virginia, Albert Desper and his family moved from Louisa County

into the Mountain and Valley Region known as the Shenandoah Valley. In Circa 1820 he purchased land and built a home where 6 generations of the family would live until 1974.  The picture at right shows the Old House that was built around 1825.  Featured in the picture is a great-great-great-great Grand-daughter of John and Elizabeth Dashper (Eva Tynes Desper).

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 34 / Map of the United States in 1860

During the Federal Period, the United States began to emerge as two nations. The Northern States were characterized by high numbers of 

………………..Continue reading, next page.

European Immigrants, and large manufacturing centers. The South was mostly agricultural and relied upon intensive farming and slave labor.  Although slavery was ending in America, the North and South grew farther apart in policies and philosophy. 

* ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 35 / Election of 1860

A crisis erupted in 1860 with the election of Abraham Lincoln of Illinois as the President of the United States. He carried the majority of votes in the Northern States and almost none in the Southern states. Many Southerners believed that Lincoln’s policies favored banks and manufacturers in the North, thus doubling taxes on the South. Within a month of Lincoln’s election, 5 Southern states voted to leave the United States and form a new confederacy of Southern states…a separate nation. Other Southern states…like Virginia…wondered what the national government’s reaction would be to the breakaway states.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 36  / Part 3    Two Nations – The Civil War

In 1860, the new Confederacy of States joined together and elected a well-respected Senator from Mississippi as the President of the Confederate States of America. Jefferson Davis had been a Senator, war hero, and a member of the President’s cabinet.  The United States held the northern States, where Abraham Lincoln remained President. Virginia remained in the United States throughout the crisis in 1860. Virginia sent peace delegations to Washington to negotiate an end to the crisis, but the delegates were rejected. 

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 37 / Abraham Lincoln Quotes

Many in the North wanted to allow the Southern states to leave the Union. Abraham Lincoln promised on March 4th, 1861 that…”There will be no invasion – no using of force against or among the people anywhere.”  However, within a month Lincoln called for 75,000 Volunteers to enlist and march throughout the South to bring the Confederacy back into the Union.

A panic began throughout the South. It was unheard of for an army of raw, untrained, but armed recruits to march through the homes of America. The State borders had always been sacred and controlled by each state. Many of the 75,000 new recruits in the North were new immigrants, many of whom did not speak English.

Suspicions in Virginia had been confirmed…that Abraham Lincoln was not to be trusted. In April and May of 1861, the Virginia legislature called for the population to vote whether or not to stay in the Union. Two popular votes to leave the Union were ratified by the state legislature and Virginia voted to leave the Union in May 1861.

In July 1861, the new Northern army marched towards the South and was stopped at the Virginia Border by the Southern armies.  The Civil War had begun in full.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 38 / The Civil War    1861 – 1865

The Civil War was the most pivotal event in American history.  Countless descendants of John and Elizabeth Dashper were involved on both sides. In Virginia, 5 Dashper descendants fought in the army that was formed for the Defense of Virginia.

The nation saw that there was a “Virginia Mystique”. In popular novels Virginians were portrayed as the descendants of the Anglo-Saxon nobles. The Virginian was thought to be better schooled, well-mannered, and adept at horsemanship and the fighting arts.

……………Continue reading, next page.

More military schools existed in Virginia than any other state in the Union. Most of the Confederacy’s leadership came from Virginia.  Honor and dignity were high qualities of the time. To be invaded by Northerners and immigrants would be an intolerable insult.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 39  / Collage of Virginia

The average citizen-soldier in Virginia defended not only ideas, but ground that was considered noble and sacred. The very soil of Virginia was dear in that it held memories, ideas, and hopes for the future. 

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 40 / Battle Scene
The war raged on, mainly throughout the South from 1861 to 1865. The Northern Army was better equipped in uniforms, guns, and equipment due to the manufacturing base of the North. The South was better equipped in spirit, and often used ancient symbols to intimidate their Northern rivals. The Confederate battle flag was a version of the British and Scottish flags.  A “Rebel Yell” was yelled by Southerners during the battles and was a version of the foxhunt calls of Virginia. The shrieking echo of the Rebel Yell could send terror throughout a battlefield when combined by 10,000 men at once.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 41 / Roll of Service

John Anderson Desper was one of 5 Dashper descendants who served to defend Virginia. The Muster Roll described him as being “5 foot-8 inches tall with red hair and hazel eyes”. 

……………Continue reading, next page.

John Desper served in the 2nd Virginia Regiment. Others, both very young and very old, enlisted on behalf of the family during the Civil War.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 42 / Battle Scene

Throughout the South, Civil War re-enactments occur on actual battlefields in Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and elsewhere throughout the east. The ideas and sacrifices of our ancestors are still as important to us as they were 150 years ago.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 43  / John & Sarah Desper

John Desper married Sarah Kesterson in the mid 1860s and the couple resided in Augusta County, Virginia throughout the Civil War and afterward.  John’s story is like so many throughout the South after the Civil War. In 1865, as the Northern manufacturing power won the war against the South, many Southerners fell into a state of total despair. They felt as though the insult was too much to endure. In fact, most of the South was brought to ruin and bankruptcy. Whole family fortunes were lost, driving the family into total poverty. John Desper fell into a state of melancholy that lasted for 30 years.  He often wandered away from home for long periods…as though he was searching for something that was lost. In old age he remained at home more, and died with his family. 

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 44 / The Burning

During the close of the Civil War the entire Western part of Virginia was literally burned. In the Autumn of 1864, the Northern Army embarked on a campaign to burn all crops, barns, and manufacturing centers through the Shenandoah Valley.  This time has been called “The Burning”, and is the only time that the United States Army ever made total warfare on its civilian population. At Desper Hollow, where Albert and Henrietta Desper had lived since 1820, the farm was looted and much of it was burned. The “Old House” was spared.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 45 / Large Statue of Soldiers

At Gettysburg, Pennsylvania stand many markers for the various regiments that fought there in July 1863.  A dominant statue is that of

“Virginia” uniting to dare an invader to cross her soil.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 46 / SLIDE IS DARK WITHOUT AN IMAGE for 

                  TRANSITION.

----------No Commentary----------------Silence for 3 to 5 seconds.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 47 / Part 4:  Southern Reconstruction

After the War, the South was in a state of ruin. The economy and most public institutions were in chaos. Money was worthless. Those who were the gentry soon became impoverished. Most Despers adjusted to the circumstances and became carpenters, and craftsmen.  

…………………..Continue reading, next page.

Bartering for necessary goods replaced currency and the Desper family created a successful farm economy. The remainder of this presentation focuses on the Despers in Augusta County, Virginia from the end of the Civil War to World War II.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 48 / Augusta County, Virginia

Tucked in the Shenandoah Valley, Augusta County has rich farmland and small cities and towns. There are no major manufacturing centers as there are in the North. Small factories have been built near farms.

New immigrants and arrivals join with families who have lived here for over 250 years.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 49 / Arthur Douglas Desper

Arthur Douglas Desper was born during Reconstruction and was one of several descendants of John and Elizabeth Dashper. His family story is typical of those who grew up after the Civil War.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 50 / Family Reunion in 1911

Here is the Desper and Bradley family in 1911. In the center is William Bradley who is celebrating his 100th birthday. Arthur and Gertrude Bradley Desper are on the 3rd Row at the far left. Arthur is holding Howard Desper. By this time members of these Virginia families had adapted to the post-war circumstances. Most earned a living with their hands. It would be three more generations before family members would begin owning businesses again or graduating from college. Most family members lived at an old or deteriorated home that had long memories in the family. The old Virginia gentry had survived in spirit.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 51 / Pearl Desper & Ben and Celina Desper

Pearl Desper was a daughter of Arthur and Gertrude Bradley Desper. The family lived in the “Old House” built about 1825 by Albert and Henrietta Desper. Pearl was noted as being a fun-loving child…although she appears wary of the camera.  She did not survive into her teenage years and died from burns that she received when her dress caught on fire.

Benjamin Desper was Arthur’s cousin, and Celina was Gertrude’s sister. The couple was married in the same house where President Woodrow Wilson was born. Benjamin worked for the Virginia Highway Department…but he never held an auto driver’s permit.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 52 / Children of Arthur and Gertrude Desper

Arthur and Gertrude’s children gained more than their parents. The family’s prosperity increased and newer styles of clothing were purchased. The old Virginia tradition of horsemanship continued through this generation of young people….but in the background, farming equipment waits for the horses and young people when the ride is over.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 53 / William Cash & Eva Tynes Desper, 1918

Among the love stories of the family is that of William Cash and Eva Desper. The families lived next to each other in Desper Hollow near Staunton. Eva was always fashion-conscious and the “belle of the valley”.  

………………..Continue reading, next page.

William was the adventurer. At age 16 he enlisted in the American Expeditionary Force during World War I.  He was wounded in both legs by German gunfire. He walked with a limp for the rest of his teen and adult years.  More about him later.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 54 / John Randolph Desper

John Randolph Desper was a neighboring cousin to Arthur. He lived in Albemarle County during the early 1900s and engaged in farming. None other than Thomas Jefferson, former President of the United States, designed the old home that he lived in. Jefferson was noted for many things, including being a self-trained architect. The 3rd President of the United States deplored the designs of many early American homes and volunteered his services to his neighbors.  The home was built in 1783.

John was a great-great-great Grandson of John and Elizabeth Dashper.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 55 / McKaskill Chapel and School

Arthur and Gertrude Desper grew up during a time when public school was mainly unavailable in the South after the Civil War. Young people were taught at home, and many resigned themselves to an uneventful and hard life of working the land.

In 1912, Arthur and Gertrude negotiated and helped to plan for a free public school for the children in the Desper Hollow area. The school would also be used as a Chapel-of-Ease for the Olivet Presbyterian Church. At the left, a class of school children pauses from a lesson on the steps of the Chapel.

Arthur and Gertrude’s love of children could not be matched by any other gift.  

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 56 / Ruth Desper & William and Eva Desper

As education and opportunity increased for the family, so did the ability to purchase conveniences. Here, Ruth Desper shows her car…

..on a merciful stop to her speedy adventures, Ruth still shows the

spunk of a teenager in the 1920s.

Her sister, Eva and new husband William, pause in front of their auto to pose for the camera. It’s after their wedding and the couple is in for years of William’s adventuring and Eva’s calm patience.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 57 / Howard and Catherine Desper

Arthur and Gertrude’s youngest son, Howard, married Catherine Bowman in September 1940. The couple then returned to the “Old House” to care for Arthur in his old age. Arthur Desper and Catherine’s father (Samuel Bowman) are seated with Howard and Catherine’s first son, Raymond Samuel Douglas Desper.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 58 / Stonewall Brigade

On the eve of World War II, James Kenneth Desper was serving in the 116th Infantry Regiment, also known as the “Stonewall Brigade”. He joined at age 18 after graduating from Robert E. Lee High School. He was a son of Mr. & Mrs. John Desper of Staunton. By 1941, when the United States entered World War II, James had earned the rank of Sergeant.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 59 / Service Roll in World War II

Several Augusta County family members served in World War II. In addition to James was his brother, John. John was in the Air Force and achieved the rank of Corporal.  William and Eva’s son, William, Jr., was a private in the Infantry. In 1943, William came back to the “Old House” to visit. He is seen here with his cousin, Raymond Desper.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 60 /  Normandy Beach

James Kenneth Desper’s “Stonewall Brigade” was in the forefront of the Normandy Invasion. On June 6th, 1944 (at 6:30 AM) a German shell exploded in James’s landing craft…killing most aboard. Few human remains were found.  James, and his fellow soldiers are memorialized at the American Cemetery in Normandy.  His brother John survived the War, as did young William Cash.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 61 / William Cash

Remember William Cash?  At age 16 he lied about his age to join the Army during World War I.  He carried the wounds of battle in both of his legs.  In the photo to the left, William is seen again in 1943.  He is supervising German Prisoners of War as they work at the Bellview Apple Orchard near Staunton. It is often told how “Uncle Onnie”…as he was called…would befriend the Germans and invite them to eat.  After the war, several of the ex-Prisoners would remain in America and live in the Valley….no doubt partly due to people like William Cash. “Uncle Onnie” thought about it this way when he would say….”Don’t become the thing that you hate.”
* ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 62 / CONCLUSION  The Ninth Generation

Family research continues regarding the 9th and 10th Generations of Dashpers.  Here is a short view of one segment:  The Family of Howard and Catherine Desper.  The couple was married in September of 1940. Although Howard and Catherine are now deceased, the children are still fertile with experiences and tales.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 63/ The Family of Howard and Catherine Desper

…………..No Commentary……………Silence for 3 to 5 seconds.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 64/Children of Howard and Catherine

On the front row are Delores and Louise. The second row features

Raymond, Wendell, and Tommy.   All have had success in family, business, civics, and church.  Tales abound of their lives at the “Old House”…of ghosts…courtship, tragedy, and laughter. 

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 65 / Tommy and Louise

The family always measures the present by looking at the past. There is much to continue from the early lessons of childhood.

Although Howard and Catherine’s children live throughout Virginia, there are memories of home that make them near.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 66 / Collage

In Ecclesiasticus 49 it is written:

All these were honored in their generation, and were the glory of their times.

And some there be, which have no memorial; who are perished,

as though they had never been.

But these were merciful people, whose righteousness has not been forgotten.

Their seed shall remain forever.

Their bodies are buried in peace, but their name lives forevermore.

*  ADVANCE SLIDE
Slide 67 / END CREDIT.

